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22 Preparing Data for Analysis
If you have conducted your own survey or experiment, your quantitative data must be prepared in a format suitable for 
computer entry. You learned in Chapter 8 that questionnaires and interview schedules can be precoded to facilitate data 
entry by representing each response with a unique number. This method allows direct entry of the precoded responses 
into a computer file, after responses are checked to ensure that only one valid answer code has been circled (extra written 
answers can be assigned their own numerical codes). Most survey research organizations now use a database manage-
ment program to control data entry. The program prompts the data entry clerk for each response, checks the response 

List of Variables for Class Examples of Causes of Delinquency

Variable SPSS Variable 
Name

Description

Gender V1 Sex of respondent.

Age V2 Age of respondent.

TV V21 Number of hours per week the respondent watches TV.

Study V22 Number of hours per week the respondent spends studying.

Supervision V63 Do parents know where respondent is when he or she is away from home?

Friends think 
theft wrong

V77 How wrong do respondent’s best friends think it is to commit petty theft?

Friends think 
drinking wrong

V79 How wrong do respondent’s best friends think it is to drink liquor under age?

Punishment for 
drinking

V109 If respondent was caught drinking liquor under age and taken to court, how 
much of a problem would it be?

Cost of 
vandalism

V119 How much would respondent’s chances of having good friends be hurt if he or 
she was arrested for petty theft?

Parental 
supervision

PARSUPER Added scale from items that ask respondent if parents know where he or she is 
and whom he or she is with when away from home. A high score indicates high 
parental supervision. 

Friend’s opinion FROPINON Added scale that asks respondent if his or her best friends thought that 
committing various delinquent acts was all right. A high score means more 
support by friends for committing delinquent acts.

Friend’s 
behavior

FRBEHAVE Added scale that asks respondent how many of his or her best friends commit 
delinquent acts.

Certainty of 
punishment

CERTAIN Added scale that measures how likely respondent thinks it is that he or she will 
be caught by police if he or she were to commit delinquent acts. A high score 
indicates youth perceive a greater probability of being caught.

Morality MORAL Added scale that measures how morally wrong respondent thinks it is to 
commit diverse delinquent acts. A high score means respondent has strong 
moral inhibitions.

Delinquency DELINQ1 An additive scale that counts the number of times respondent admits to 
committing a number of different delinquent acts in the past year. The higher 
the score, the more delinquent acts she or he committed.
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